
Edward Ferguson 1 

b. 28 May 1762 York PA 
lived Brunswick Co. VA, Sumner 

Co. TN and LCT 
m. 30 Oct 1787 in  

Brunswick Co. VA 
D. about 1826 per his will 

Elizabeth Hunter 
b. about 1766 Brunswick Co. 

VA 
lived Brunswick Co TN 

William Rivers Woodruff 
b. TN or 12 July 1787 SC 

m. 23 Dec 1808 LCT  
possibly m. Sumner Co. 

d. 25 Sept 1853 Elm Springs, 
WCA 

Matilda "Tildy" 
Ferguson 

b. 26 Sep 1789 VA 
d. 2 Mar 1863 Elm Springs, 

WCA 
 

Elizabeth Ferguson 
b. 18 Sep 1808 TN 

d. 17 Jan 1896 WCA 

James  Kinnibrugh 
m 27 Mar 1833  

married in Lawrence Co 
AL 

Jane Moore 
 

William G.  
Polston / Polson 

b. about 1803 KY 
Lived Lincoln Co TN till about 

1830 
d 1851 WCA 

Henry Auter Engels 
b. 24 Feb 1802 Mason KY 

m. 23 July 1829  
m. Batesville AR 
d. 9 Dec 1843 AR 

 
2nd marriage to 

Martha Dillard on 1 Sept 
1836 in Independence 
AR she was born there 

about 1806 

Elizabeth Allen 
b 10 Feb 1806 AL 

Josiah Trent 
b. 1803/1804 Milledgeville, Baldwin GA 

m. 21 Feb 1833 Farmington WCA 
d. 26 Mar 1877 

a preacher 
pitched tent at Fayetteville in 1828 

Sarah / Sallie / Elizabeth  
Woolsey 

b. 22 Feb. 1813 
d. 11 July 1885 

 
buried Farmington WCA 

 

Jane 
Woolsey 
b. 1818 
d. 1848 

William 
Woodruff 

 

Wyatt Ferguson  
Woodruff 

b. 17 Oct 1821 TN 
m. 14 Aug 1851 WCA 

d. Spokane WA 

Sarah Jane  
Engels  

b. 29 Mar 1834 
d. about 1890 

d. in Spokane WA 

William Henry 
Engels  

b. 27 Aug 1830 Batesville AR 
d. 1917 Batesville AR 

 

Isabella Clark 
Kinnibrugh 

d. 19 Nov 1834 WCA 
m. 7 Dec 1856 Farmingon 
d. 25 Feb 1925 Farmington 

 

11 children 

Lutitia C. Trent 
2nd wife of Josiah Trent 

b. 27 Oct 1848  
b. near Farmington 

d. 1 Jan 1887 
 
 

Genealogy of the five founding families of the Farmington Ebenezer Methodist Church, Farmington Arkansas. The 
five families are in bold boxes. The church was founded 1833 upon land donated by James and Jane Kinnibrugh. 
In 1891 the church site was moved to land donated by their daughter and son-in- law, Isabella and William H. 
Engels. 
 
Five founding families were identified from "Washington County History AR" by Shilo Museum, Springdale AR 
1989 pg. 704. Descendants and genealogy come from various internet postings. Exact dates are probably  often in 
error, however the relationships appear pretty solid.  

By Gary Polson  
Stillwater OK 
polsong@virtualpet.com 
 
7 Sept 2005 

ABBREVIATIONS 
LCT Lincoln County TN 
WCA Washington County AR 
Fayetteville  Fayetteville AR 

Samuel Gilbert Woolsey 
b. 31 Aug 1791 Green Co TN 

m. 11 Jan 1810 Randolph Co IL 
d. 1859 Farmington WCA 

buried Woolsey Cemetery, Farmington 
moved to New Madrid MO 1808 
to Hempstead Co. AR in 1811/14 

to WCA in 1829/30 
War of 1812 verteran 

Matilda Thompson 
b. 20 Jan 1794 KY 

m. in Randolph Co IL 
d. 1871 AR 

buried Woolsey Cemetery, Farmington 

John Woolsey IV 
b. 22 Feb 1762/3 Marlboro, Ulster 

Co, NY 
d. 31 Aug 1842 Clarksville, Red 

River, Republic of Texas 
shot 9 times with the balls passing 
through his shirt while scouting for 

Indians during War of 1812. 
Came to AR in very early days 

Mary Gilbert 
b. about 1765 Robertson Co. TN 
m. 14 June 1784 Greene Co. TN 
d. 1846 Clarksville, Red River, 

Republic of Texas 
daughter of Samuel Gilbert  

Henry Trent 
b. 1750 

d. about 1827 

? 

Benjamin Woodruff 
b. 1759/60  

b. Brunswick Co. VA 
d. 1836 LCT 

moved VA to GA in 1790 
moved to Sumner Co. TN in 1807 

and to LCT in 1810 

Elizabeth Rivers 
(widow of Henry Bass) 

m. B. Woodruff 15 May 1786  
m. in Greenville Co. VA  

 

Sarah Gilbert 
(2nd wife of B. 

Woodruff) 
m. 15 Aug 1825 

m. LCT 
was a widow when 

married B.W. 

William Ferguson 
b. 19 Jun 1724 Charles Parish, 

Poquoson, York Co. VA 
d. after 4 Oct. 1788 Greensville 

Co. VA 

1st wife - Elizabeth 
b. about 1730 York Co. VA 

 
2nd Wife - Ann Vick Clark 

 m. 5 Dec 1788 
in Greenville Co. VA 

Nancy Ferguson 

John C. Ferguson 
b. VA  m. TN 

m. 1833 in Sumner Co. TN 
came to AR in 1833 

d. 1863 
 
 

Elizabeth English 
d. 1844 

Matthew English 
b. 1779 

Genealogy of the five founding families of the Farmington Ebenezer Methodist Church,  
Farmington, Washington County Arkansas 1833 

William Polston 
 

William and his wife lived next door to 
his son's family in Lincoln Co. TN in 
the 1830 census. He was 50-60 years 

old, his wife 40-50 and looks like some 
of their children were living w/them as 

married families. 

Notes: Edward and Elizabeth Ferguson had another daughter: Lucy Greer. 
Her husband may have ties to the G in both William G. Polston's names? 
 
Engels - Kinnibrugh Papers are in Univ. AR 
(numerous early family documents 
 
Greensville Co VA and Brunswick Co VA appear to be at least partially 
the same historical county. 
 
1 Other references indicate Edward Ferguson (father of John C, Elizabeth 
and Tildy) may have been born in St. Charles Parish, York Co. VA and 
may have been married instead on 5 Nov 1787 in Greensville Co VA. 

James Andrew Ferguson 
b. 28 Jan 1840 

b. Mountain Township WCA 
Confederate soldier 

spent a year in California after 
the Civil War 

Merchant, banker, real estate 
 

Nannie E. Tuttle  
Daughter of J.M. and 

Evaline (Smith) Tuttle  
a native of TN 

William Woodruff 
(Woodrough)  

b. 1775 
m. 29 Jan 1796 Hicks Ford, 

Greenvill VA 

William Ferguson 
b. 10 Jan 1700/1701 

b. Poquoson, Charles Parish, York Co. VA  
d. 21 Dec. 1735 

Poquoson, Charles Parish, York Co. VA 

John Woolsey III 
b. before 19 Oct 1737 in 

Huntington, Long Island NY 
d. 14 Jan 1819 Jeroldstown on 
Lick Creek in Greene Co. TN 

bur. Woolsey Cem. Lick Creek, 
Greene Co. TN 

fought 1812 French & Indian War 

John Woolsey II 
b. 1706 Jamaica, Queens 

Co. NY 
d. Long Island 

is in Greene Co. Tn 
court records 

bur. Old Cem. Jamaica NY 

Mary Sammis  
b. 1710 Long Island, NY 

m. 15 Dec. 1730 
Presbyterian Church, 
Huntington, Suffolk, 

Long Island, NY 

Priscilla Woolsey  
b. 1741 Marlborough, Ulster Co, 
NY or Bedford, Westchester Co. 

NY 
m. 20 Nov 1761 Huntington, Long 

Island, NY 
d. 1772 Fincastle Co. VA 

 

Rev. Thomas Woolsey 
of Westchester Co NY & 

Washington Co VA  
was in AR in 1820  

wrote will in Hempstead 
Co AR on 26 Aug 1828 
Revolutionary War vet 

Sarah Pierce 
(Joanna Gilbert?) 

 

John "Hannis" Woolsey I 
b. 16 Jan 1660/61 Flushing, Queens NY 
d. 10 Jun 1721 Jamaica, Long Island NY 
bur. Old Burying Ground (1703) Main 

Street, Huntington NY 
 

Matilda Margaret Woolsey 
1810- Nov. 1862 

m. 1825 
lived WCA 

b. Woolsey Cemetery WCA 
after death of James C. Bell,  

she married Judge Andre Jonathan 
Newman in WCA in 1853. He was born 

29 Aug 1796 in Green Co TN. They 
had 2 children in WCA and 1 in CA  

James C. Bell 
 

b. 1796 NC 
came to AR in 1833, first to 

Hempstead Co, then to Loveland 
Purchase, to WCA in 1831 

d. 1848 

John Bell 
b. Ireland 

Lived TN, AR 
died TX in 1850 

 

John M. Bell 
b. 9 Jul 1829 

Evansville AR 

m. Elizabeth Hale 
in AR 

Abigail Denton 
b. about 1683 Long Island NY 
m. about 1705 Queens Co. NY 

Henry Trent 
b. 1715 

son of Henry Trent (b. 1676) and 
Edith Harris 

had 13 children 

Louisa Matilda Woolsey 
b. 18 Nov 1827 in AR 
d. 16 Nov 1919 in AR 
buried Woolsey Cem 

Farmington WCA 
 
 
 

John M. Bell 

SAME? 

SAME? 

Ann Allen 
b. 1762 Brunswick Co VA 

Hope 

John Ferguson 
b. 16 Aug 1670 

b. Poquoson, Charles Parish, York Co. VA  
 

Elizabeth Davis 
b. 1675 

b. Poquoson, Charles Parish, York Co. VA  
 

Robert Ferguson 
b. Scotland 

 
 

Mary 
 
 

Children of William G. Polson & Elizabeth Ferguson 
 
William Davis Polson, b. 3 Dec. 1830 Lincoln County TN.  
John W. Polson, b. 19 Feb. 1833 Lincoln County TN.  
Willis F. Polson, b. 1835 TN/AR.  
Jasper A. Polson, b. 31 Dec. 1839 my great-great grandfather 
Mary Ann Polson, b. 5 Feb 1841 AR.  
Eliza Polson, b. 1842 AR.  
Jane Polson, b. 1844 AR.  
James N. Polson, b. 10 Aug 1845 AR  
Charles "Henry" Polson, b. 1848 AR.  
 
William Davis Polson, John W. Polson and Jasper A. Polson 
all fought for the Confederacy under Stand Watie in the 
Cherokee Regiment during the Civil War. Most are buried in 
northeast Oklahoma. 

George P. Woodrough 
b. 1760 Brunswick Co. VA 

 

George Woodruff 
b. 1730 

 

Patience 
 

William Rivers 

Jesse Woodruff b. Spotsylvania VA 1757, m. Ester Buchanan (daughter of 
Robert Buchanan of LCT) in Washington Co. VA in 1783. His  family moved 
to LCT about 1807 and he died there in 1826. One of his children, Elizabeth 
Woodruff b. 1805 Washington Co VA m. John Ferguson. 
 
Those researching the Benjamin Woodruff family see many links to Jesse, as 
well as the Edward Ferguson family ties to John Ferguson, but the exact 
genealogies are uncertain, at least to me. 


